Arkansas State Archives

Arkansas Digital Archives
Japanese American internment in Arkansas

Online exhibits

Letter, Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War Relocation Authority to
Governor Homer M. Adkins

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalheritage.arkansas.gov/exhibits-online-japaneseamerican-internment
Part of the United States History Commons

Recommended Citation
Letter, Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War Relocation Authority to Governor Homer M. Adkins, Homer M.
Adkins papers, Arkansas State Archives, Little Rock, Arkansas.

Use and reproduction of images held by the Arkansas State Archives without prior written permission is prohibited.
For information on reproducing images held by the Arkansas State Archives, please call 501-682-6900 or email at
state.archives@arkansas.gov.

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHI NGTON

July 2, 1942

Honorable Homer M. Adkins
Governor ot Arkansas
Little Rock, Arkansas
Dear Governor Adkins:
It is, of course, well known to you that the War Relocation
Authority is establishing a Relocation Center in Desha County and
another in Chicot County. :Each of these centers will be the wartime
home of approximately ten thousand Japanese Americans who have been
evacuated by the Army from the strategic military area of the Pacific
Coast.
Among the services which will be required at the Relocation
Centers is the United States mail, and the Post Office Department
has indicated that in all probability a new post office will be
established at the Center. While the projects are designated on
our records as Rohwer and Jerome, respecti vely, these names are not
necessarily appropriate for post offices. '.Iha Post Office Department has indicated that it will look favora@ on aug esti ons f or
c
o e
we urn o ou for counsel for i
s~e""!e~ms
-"'l'."'!'- u""'s~ t~ha the names or the new pos offices should originate
w:i. thin the s
Since the major part of the activity of the Japanese Americans who will be living in the projects will have to do with the
reclamation of the land, bringing it into agricultural production,
and 11'.i. th related developnent and conservation of the land resources,
it would seem appropriate to select a name which would do honor to
some person who has been actively identified with reclamation and
conservation work in the state, and perhaps in the area of the new
projects. It would seem in order, al.so, to select the name of a
person deceased or retired from active life.
We shall keem it a privilege to recommend to the Post Office
Department names which you suggest. Probably it is unnecessary to
poi nt out that the names should avoid duplication of any post office,
community, or railroad station already in existence in the state.
Your suggestion, accompanied by a brief account of the life
the man to be honored, will be most welcome.
Faithfully yours,

Director

